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Headteacher’s Update
January 21 was a tough month all round. The staff are really missing all the daily interactions which makes life in a busy school so rewarding.
A pat on the back to the whole school community for getting through it. These very dark and challenging times will pass, so try not to lose
hope.
Lockdown Extended
Recently, the Prime Minister has announced that it will not be possible to resume face-to-face learning immediately after the February halfterm and instead hopes it will be safe to commence the re-opening of schools and colleges from Monday 8 March. This is in response to the national Public Health
data and pressure on NHS capacity.
Ultimately, this means that we will continue with the remote learning and school provision for our key worker and vulnerable pupils
until we have a further update from the Government. Our pupils are working so hard to complete their home learning and we are
aware that their parents and carers are supporting the home learning whilst juggling work and other commitments at home.
HALF TERM DFE Update
‘The DFE have now confirmed that schools will close as usual over February half-term and are not expected to remain open to vulnerable children and the children
of critical workers during that week. Just to remind you that we have a Training Day on Monday 22nd February, so the school will not be open for the pupils and
there will not be any remote learning.
9th February – Safer Internet Day
Next week on the 9 February is the UK, Safer Internet Day which explores reliability online. The internet has an amazing range of information and opportunities online, but how do we separate fact from fiction? Safer Internet Day will be celebrated globally with the slogan:
Together for a better internet.
Due to the amount of time the children are now spending online to access ‘remote learning’ accessing the internet safely is of even more
importance.
th

Helping children to sleep well
I am aware that many parents are struggling with their child’s sleep during lockdown Please find below four videos to help parents support their children to get a
better night’s sleep. The videos are all relatively short (between 7 and 12 mins long),and are all live on YouTube – links below.
Parts 1 - 3 are directed for the parents of primary school aged children
Part 4 is about supporting adolescents with sleep.
Part 1 link - https://youtu.be/Xm3-tMDymtA
Part 2 link - https://youtu.be/_jtiInFlxgU
Part 3 link - https://youtu.be/9U8SCHI272w
Part 4 link - https://youtu.be/0KJNTNuuoJ0

Lincoln for trying really hard with his

Ash Class learning at home even when he

Maple Class Nikola for working hard at everything she does
and producing excellent work.

doesn't want to
Alex M for completing all of his home

Elm Class learning activities and singing our days
of the week song really well.

Rowan
Class

Victoria for a brilliant effort in all of her online
learning.

Cherry
Class

Isabelle for her enthusiastic attitude to
learning.

Pine Class ment to his work whilst being at home on

Willow
Class

Ferne for always sharing her fantastic
personality and sense of humour with
the class!

Oak Class Delpreet for working so hard with fractions this

Sycamore
Class

Ela for being a model pupil with outstanding behaviour and impeccable manners,
who always tries her hardest with all of her
work.

Theo for his outstanding attitude and committeams.

week and for reading beautifully.

Hazel Class Logan T - for working hard to produce some

good pieces of work over the past few weeks.

Beech
Class

Isaac B - for great participation in all sessions
and producing some good quality work.

This week Elm class have been having lots of alien adventures in space and playing
addition games in maths.
In Ash class this week, we have continued with our space theme. The children
have designed and created their own
aliens and have built a space rocket. We
have used these to create our own stories too.

Cherry class have been working hard this
week! We have been practising our excellent phonics skills and finding alternative
sounds in words. In English we have
started to 'mix up' the Traditional stories
that we have been listening to, ready to
start writing our own stories next
week! In Maths we have been partitioning numbers to 50. Our teachers have
been very impressed with how hard we
have been working!

It's been another very busy week in Willow
class! We have continued our work on data
handling in maths. We have looked more
at pictograms and have begun looking at
block diagrams too. In Science we have
been investigating slope steepness on how
far and fast a toy vehicle may travel. We
really enjoyed this science activity in school
and at home! For RE we have been learning about Shabbat and what happens in
Jewish homes in preparation for this.

This week Sycamore Class have continued
looking at George and the Dragon and have
thought about what animals their dragons
might be scared of, which included frogs,
pandas and even the children and their stinky
feet! In Maths we've been learning about
Tally charts and in school we have done a
walk and made a tally chart of all of the trees,
birds, benches and hills we can see in our
school grounds. In Computing we have continued to learn about binary trees and answering simple yes/no questions for databases. We have worked incredibly hard
this week and made our teachers very
proud.

This week Maple class have produced
some excellent designs for their own
roundhouses - I'm really looking forward
to seeing photos of them when they are
made next week. We've been reading a
spooky story and I hope everyone's looking forward to finding out what happens
next week. We're also looking forward to
Mrs O'Daly's PE challenge as we're really
hoping we win.

This week in English we have been writing our
very own chapters to ‘The Spiderwick Chronicles’.
This has been really exciting and we have been
able to be extremely creative. In Maths we have
been looking at different fractions. On identifying
fractions and their correct names from mixed fractions to improper fractions, as well as identifying
what the numerator and denominator are. We
have also been converting improper fractions into
mixed fractions.

Oak Class have been busy writing stories set
in a faraway land. They have been a joy to
read and some have really made us laugh.
Well done everyone!

This week, we have continued our Harry
Potter themed work and written letters to
Ron's brother to persuade him to take care of
Hagrid's dragon Norbert. In Maths, we have
developed our mastery of addition and subtraction. In topic we have explored, with
some success, the Ancient Mayan number
systems. I have been massively impressed
with all of the work that is being completed
both in and out of school.

It’s been another week of super learning in
Rowan class. We’ve been looking at money;
counting money, adding money, subtracting
money! In English we’ve started to read
Scare at the Shadow Fair, we’ve designed
Celtic Roundhouses that we’re excited to
make next week, we designed the perfect
pair of sunglasses or sun hats that will protect our eyes from the sun and much more!
After greeting the class online as a potato, a
cow and an owl, I wonder what next weeks
calls will look like!

Hazel Class have continued to work hard at
home this week, however our main focus
has been on Children's Mental Health Week.
Our tasks have included creating jars of gratitude, created posters and poems about what
makes us happy and spent one afternoon
choosing activities that help improve our
well-being. Some of us chose to spend time
outdoors with family, some of us chose to
get baking in the kitchen, some of us video
called family and some of us got creative by
painting, drawing or listening to music!

And Finally…
During the online assemblies this morning, the children heard
the story of 'The Hare and the Tortoise'. The theme was to use
our skills to keep trying. Everyone can make a difference and
during a time when there is so much we can't do, it is important to focus on the things we can do.

