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Acorn 
Class Everyone for good tidying up.  

Pine    
Class 

Caitlyn for being incredible in every single sub-
ject.  

Ash  
Class 

Marley for having such magnificent 
manners.  

 
Beech  
Class 

Aiden. He has applied himself very well and 
tried hard in every session. Plus, he used his 
height well in handball to score a few goals.  

Cherry 
Class 

Leonardo for being a great helper and 
showing super Cherry Class behaviour! 

 
Rowan  
Class 

Eliza for a great storyboard of the discovery of 
Tutankhamun's tomb.  

Elm  
Class Colby for always trying his best!   Maple  

Class 
Cole for an excellent recount of a trip to Ta-
tooine in English.  

Willow 
Class 

Jahkeel for being very kind and under-
standing when helping new members 
of the class settle in.  

 
Hazel  
Class 

Josh for working so incredibly hard and pushing 
himself to always do his best.  

   Oak    
Class 

Phoebe for fantastic writing in English this 
week.  

Headteacher’s Update 
               Wow! What a week!  

I am so delighted by how well the children have all settled into their new classes. It has been wonderful to 

see so many smiling faces at the gate and in classrooms. The children are very settled and calm, getting 

really stuck into their learning.  

The assembly theme has continued with ‘New Beginnings’ this week. Changes and starting something new 
can create anxiety and in turn make the children and adults worry.   

Instead we looked at how we can learn from fruit and vegetables, to seek help and      
remove barriers to success: 

bananas (hands to hold) 
corn (ears to listen) 

potatoes (eyes to see) 
cabbage (heart to love) 

 
The start of the week was shrouded by the small rise in positive cases and the need to 

cancel different communal events. However, Public Health has confirmed that they are 

happy with the control measures that have been reinstated, including the need to pro-

ceed with caution and lots of sanitiser. I really appreciate your support and patience as we struggle on through the pan-

demic. 

 

External Validation 

On Wednesday the Director of Education and SEND Lead from another authority visited school. Following their visit I re-
ceived this lovely email which I have shared with the staff: 

 
“Dear Sarah,  

I just wanted to thank you and Lousie for your time today in showing us round your amazing school. Both Helen 
and I felt inspired and a bit humbled actually, by what you are providing at Westlea.  

  
We were welcomed by all to a calm, highly inclusive, warm and happy, respectful 
learning environment. I felt it was a place I could happily return to day after day to 
see the rewards of children feeling safe, enjoying being together and making pro-

gress. It doesn't always feel lucky to be doing the job we all do but it was a good re-
minder that we are.” 

Date: 24th September 2021  



We have had lots of fun this week looking 
at photographs of ourselves as ba-
bies.  We talked about how we have 
changed and things that we are able to do 
now!  We particularly enjoyed playing 
guess who with the baby pictures.  We 
have been great artists this week and 
have been mixing primary colours to 
make secondary colours!  Can you ask us 
about this? 

We have had a busy week in Elm class. 
This week we sequenced our own bear 
hunt journeys and we even received a 
letter from the bear! We have written 
our own letters back to the bear and sent 
them off. In Science we had lots of fun 
looking at how much we have changed 
since we were babies. We have all grown 
so much!  

Willow Class have been racing with the 
learning this week and have begun to make 
vehicles for Traction Man! They've had to 
use their knowledge of wheels and axels to 
make sure their vehicles roll smoothly for 
him to use on rescue missions. In English 
we have been planning our own sequels to 
the story, where the evil Scissor Shark 
causes chaos! Finally, in Science we have 
been testing the properties of different 
materials. Can you think of a material that 
can bend, twist, squash and stretch? 

In Pine class we have been continuing with 
our place value and when we took a test, we 
did better than last time which was great! We 
also know what we need to practise a little bit 
more. In English we started a new book 
called, ‘Stone age boy’. This is a fantastic book 
because the boy falls down a hole and lands 
in the stone age period. We acted out a bit of 
the book when the boy and Om go inside 
a cave. 

This week we have enjoyed learning out-

side, exploring and dissecting sunflower 

heads and other flowers, balancing on 

various equipment, water play and build-

ing obstacle courses. We also started our 

PSHE this week and met Jigsaw Jenie. 

 

Our nursery rhyme of the week is Incy 
Wincy Spider and our number of the 
week is 1.  We have made fruit kebabs 
and sowed salad seeds on our cooking 
and gardening days and we have been 

exploring in the 
sensory garden. 



 

Governor’s Corner 

Meet Bob Barrett. 

Bob has been a Governor at 
Westlea for many years, so 
you would have seen him 
around School. He said, 

“I feel privileged to be a 
Governor at Westlea 
School and supporting the 
amazing staff there. Everyone does an            
incredible job within School, as well as for the        
community” 

  
  

This week in Rowan Class we've looked at 
the features of a biography and researched 
lots of information about Cleopatra, ready to 
write our own biography of her next week. 
We've explored negative numbers and Ro-
man numerals, and counted in 25s in Maths. 
In French we have practised introducing our-
selves with our name, our age and where we 
live. We've found out about Tutankhamun 
and his discovery by Howard Carter 
in History and created data on a 
spreadsheet in com-
puting! 

Maple class have had another busy week. In 
Geography we have been finding out about 
the climate in Scandinavia - did you know in 
some parts of Scandinavia the average tem-
perature only gets above 0 in June, July and 
August; we thought our summers were bad! 

In Science we are investigating thermal insu-
lators and next week will be carrying out an 
experiment to see which material stops ice 
melting. 

In Maths today we have started looking at 
tricky negative numbers and next week we'll 
be moving onto some addition and subtrac-
tion. 

This week, we have continued to read Goth 
Girl in English. We wrote some brilliant diary 
entries from Ada's point of view. In Maths, 
we have been perfecting the column addi-
tion and subtraction methods and problem 
solving some multi-step questions. 

In Art, we started some sketches of boards, 
but as we are taking time to carefully focus 
on the details, we haven't yet finished 
them!  

In Science we did an experiment to find out 
which method was most effective to filter 
dirty water. 

In English, Oak Class have been reading a 
wordless book called The Arrival by Shaun 
Tan. The children have been writing text to go 
alongside the illustrations and Miss Watson 
has been blown away by their fantastic word 

choices! 

This week, Beech class have been investi-
gating force needed to move different 
weights in Science. In Maths we are studying 
Roman numerals up to 100 - at least with 
some varying successes. In English we are 
creating non chronological reports linked to 
the Shang Dynasty, with a close focus on the 
class system, family life and religion. They are 
coming along very well. Completed versions 
will be in the following week's newsletter.  



In other news…. 
School Council Elections  

The classes have now voted for their School Council represent-

atives and the first meeting took place on Monday 20th Septem-

ber. Being a member of the School Council is an important role 

and one that the adults and children take seriously. 

In past years, the school council has been involved in events 

such as: 

Leading assemblies about charity fundraising 

Discussing ways to improve school lunches 

Organising different fundraising activities 

Writing letters to the Local MP and Swindon Borough 

Council about litter around school and parking last 

year. 

ABSENCE  

When calling in to report your child’s absence please can you tell us how they are poorly or give a reason for absence. 

When we receive a message saying “Not well” it is very difficult to keep an accurate record for absence, we are still hav-

ing to keep a close eye on illnesses during this time due to Covid. 

Wellbeing tip: 

It’s ok to feel different emotions. 

It is normal to feel all types of different emotions at any time: happy, sad, excited, anxious, angry, bored, 

frustrated, neutral, confused. Everyone feels these emotions for lots of different reasons. Sometimes we 

might not know why we feel a certain way. The important thing to know is that we’re not meant to feel 

happy all the time and it’s OK if we feel those more difficult feelings. If you are dealing with a difficult 

feeling, even if you’re not sure what it is, try to find someone you trust who you can talk to about it: a 

friend, a parent, a teacher. If we keep those difficult feelings bottled up inside, they 

don’t go away and can make us feel worse. It’s always a relief to get these things 

off our shoulders by talking to someone. 

Harvest Festival 

The Harvest Festival will take place on Monday 11th 
October and the assembly will be held ‘virtually’. All 

donations will be given to the Swindon Food Collective 
charity, which Westlea has supported for many years. The Swindon 
Food Collective is particularly asking for household goods and toilet-
ries instead of food this year, to help families protect themselves 
from infection and harm. It's very important that we do what we 

can to reduce the risk of people getting ill with 
coronavirus. 

School Picture Day:  

Monday 4th October is individual School pic-

tures. We are unable to do sibling photo’s 

again this year or include any younger siblings 

from outside of School. ALL children to wear  

full school uniform please, no P.E on this day. 

Open Days  

New parents can now book onto a tour of the School on one of our open 

days. Full details on the School website or you can book one of the         

following days. 



WPSS AGM Meeting 

Westlea Primary Support Squad are holding their 

AGM on the 30th September at 6-7pm at the 

school. 

“We would really love to see some new faces on 

our team to help with events, planning, Parent sup-

port, etc. 

It’s a great way to make friends and become a part 

of the school community, bringing so much positivi-

ty and fun to the children and give support to the parents. 

Please come along to the AGM if it’s something you may be interested in, we really hope to see you there!” 

 


