
Issue: 29 

Ash Class Erva for settling in well and being kind towards 
others  

 Maple 
Class Luke for some amazing independent writing.  

Elm Class Millie for great reading and singing   
Rowan 
Class Nursel for super work with fractions. 

Cherry 
Class A -for super effort with his art work this week.    Pine Class Daisy for her incredible self-portrait in art.  

Willow 
Class 

Louie W for always listening carefully to feed-
back and working hard to improve his work!  

 Oak Class Aislinn for her imaginative, descriptive sequel she 
has written this week.  

Sycamore 
Class 

Adam for contributing some fantastic ideas to 
our class discussions - well done Adam! 

 
Hazel 
Class 

Nesibe for coming into Westlea school and im-
pressing us all, but especially with her dedication 
to practising her spellings. 

   
Beech 
Class 

Dominic for always being polite, helpful and hardwork-
ing. 

 Headteacher’s Update 
Thank you to everyone for continuing to be so careful and patient with the ongoing COVID safety measures we have in 

place at Westlea. The Government has announced some lifting of the restrictions from next week which will mean that we 

are all able to meet friends and family in larger groups and indoors. This is something we have all been very much looking 

forward to for a long time now and I am sure that everyone is starting to plan meetings as the weather brightens up. 

The guidance for schools means that we will continue to use the one way drop off system in the morning. We are starting 

to plan some assemblies outside in the coming weeks so will let you know about how these will work as soon as we can. 

School Improvement 

On Tuesday 11th May, Mr Hart our School Improvement Advisor visited school to complete ‘Subject Deep Dives’. He 

looked at the quality of teaching and learning across the school in Maths, Reading and Science. In particular, he comment-

ed on how well the children behaved in every class and the obvious embedded levels of inclusion. Collectively, our school 

continues to go from strength to strength with lots of exciting activities, learning and fun taking place. 

 

Art and Mental Health Awareness Week 

This week is Mental Health Awareness Week. Each class has been thinking about Art and linking  it with wellbeing as part 

     of our PSHE work. 

    Happy Eid 

We would like to wish all of our families a very Happy Eid, which took place this week. 

Attendance this week  was 94.4% with 34 Children having a late mark! Please can we 

all try to work on this. Thank you. 

Date: 14th May 2021 

 

 



This week has been ‘Art in Mind’ week where Ash class have been learning about the Russian Artist 
Kandinsky. We have learnt about his life and the style of paintings he produced. We have created 
art to Music, thinking about how it made us feel. We have used shapes and colours to create our 
own abstract pieces.  

Wassily Kandinsky has been the inspiration for Elm class art this 
week.  We enjoyed taking part in the school ‘Art in Mind’                 

project. Friendships and things we are good at have also been a   
focus. 

This week we have been exploring the 
work of the artists Henri Matisse and 
Friedensreich Hundertwasser.  We have 
been exploring the different shapes and 
colours and making our own versions.  We 
created our own based on calming imag-
es. 

For art and mental health week, Sycamore Class 
have been looking at 'Squares with Concentric 
Circles' by Wassily Kandinsky. We have been 
thinking about all the different qualities and 
layers that make a good friend and how we can 
support and care for each other, represented by 
the different concentric circles. We've had a lot 
of time on our hands for Maths! We've learnt all 
about how many minutes there are in an hour 
and how to tell the time to the nearest 15 
minutes. In English, we have been outraged and 
written letters of complaint to stop the council 
from building a flyover, which would force Jack's 
burger van to close! In the words of one of our 
pupils, "If you don't stop, we'll stop you!". We've 
also started reading ‘The Enchanted Wood’ by 
Enid Blyton.  

Willow Class have been rather annoyed 
recently. So annoyed that they have 
written to the local council to complain 
about the flyover being built over the top 
of their family business, the Burger Van! 
We have been writing our letters as part of 
our English work on ‘Jack and the Baked 
Beanstalk’. Maths has seen us learning lots 
of different strategies for subtracting from 
2-digit numbers. In science we were learn-
ing about the life cycle of plants and had 

lots of fun pretending to be 
seeds growing into huge 
sunflower plants! 

Another busy week in Maple class. In our ‘Art 
in mind’ project we have been looking at How 
we feel other people view us and how other 
people should view us. We have looked at the 
art work of Sandra Silberzweig and designed 
our own faces using patterns and colours to 
reflect our characteristics and mood. In English 
we have either written a story inspired by ‘The 
Butterfly Lion’ or another chapter of ‘The 
Butterfly Lion’. In maths we have been learning 
about 24 hour clocks. In science we have plant-
ed out our pea and bean plants - you can see 
them in tubs outside of the classroom. We 
have also realised how amazing plants are - the 
plants we took the roots and leaves off in our 
investigation have started to grow new ones! 



 

 

We thought we were going 
QUACKERS when we saw some 

visitors on the playground during 
the recent rainy weather this 

week! It was lovely to see them 
enjoying the showers though! 

This week we have been very busy in art. We have 
been using mirrors to sketch a self-portrait. We 
have been using tracing paper to copy photos and 
mirror them onto card, as well as creating a self-
portrait in the style of art pop. We have been 
drawing and designing these to show different 
emotions that we can face with friendships. Some 
friendships are positive and some friendships are 
negative and we have been learning about how to 
cope with this. 

This week we've been looking at some art-
work by Hundertwasser. He was an Austrian 
artist who used bright colours and hated 
straight lines! We thought about where we 
are most comfortable and would like to be 
when we feel anxious and created a piece of 
art inspired by that idea. In maths we've 
been ordering, comparing, adding and sub-
tracting fractions. In science we've discussed 
the pollination process and parts of a flower, 
and in English we've planned our own leg-

ends.  

This week, in Oak Class, we have linked our 
Geography and Science topics and we have 
been investigating the water cycle. We have 
made 'biomes in a bag' and we have been 
observing the water cycle happening in 
them. If all goes to plan our grass seeds 
should grow without us needing to water 
them. We can already see evaporation, con-
densation, precipitation and accumulation 

happening. We had lots of fun making 
them and are enjoying observing them 
every day looking 
for any changes. 

Last week, we received caterpillars. They are 
still in caterpillar form, however they have 
grown a lot.  

In science, we completed an experiment to 
see which material can protect an egg the 
most and the least. Some of us were quite 
surprised by the results. In our Art sessions 
this week, our theme was 'anxiety' and so 
we have experimented with a range of col-
ours to decide which colour best represents 
anxieties. We have also 
created our silhouette 
shapes, ready to com-
bine the colour with a 
silhouette.  

In class we have been looking at division and 
how we can solve division problems. In Eng-
lish we now know how untrustworthy the 
Carters are and how Maia plans to save Finn 
with the help of Clovis and Miss Minton. In 
art, we have been looking into typography 
skills to explore our feelings. Here are some 
examples of these.   



IN OTHER NEWS…. 

Last Saturday Felicity and Erica  completed their sponsored walk for Macmillan cancer support. 
They walked up and down the three white horses on a very windy and wet day but were deter-

mined to complete their challenge, they raised £570 for such a wor-
thy charity. Well done  girls!!!    

 

Well done Taia  who decided (by herself) to go 
litter picking last weekend, she managed to col-
lect a whole black bag of rubbish from the area. 
Well done!! 

   Textile Recycling Bin 

We will shortly be having a Textile Recycling Bin de-
livered to Westlea. Each kilo bag can raise 40p for the 
School, so get sorting at home to help Westlea! 

They don’t accept pillows and quilts, but do accept bed linen. They would 
only like reusable quality clothing, paired shoes, bags, bedding, towels 
and soft toys. (They will also accept good quality sleeping bags to help the 
homeless community).   

But please don’t worry too much about what to bring because all over-
worn items that are not usually fit to wear would be recycled further and 
many garments can be sent to developing countries to give a second 
chance at recycling.     

PSHE in Term 6 
An important part of the Jigsaw PSHE programme is delivered through the 

'Changing Me' puzzle pieces of Jigsaw which are covered in Term 6.  
There are four main aims of teaching this SRE (Sex and Relationships education). 

• To enable children to understand and respect their bodies. 
• To help children develop positive and healthy relationships appropriate to their 

age and development. 
• To support children to have positive self-esteem and body image 

• To empower them to be safe and safeguarded. 
 

A further letter will follow outlining this in detail.  We will also be holding a Teams meeting dur-
ing the last week of term, to discuss any questions you may have in relation to this. 

 

Remember, it’s class photo day on Wednesday. 

All Children need to wear School uniform please, even if they have 
P.E that day. 

Children who do after School Sports Club on Wednesday can bring 
P.E kit in a bag to change into. 

Have a lovely weekend. 


