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Date: 13th November 2020

Headteacher’s Update
We have all started to feel the first chilly and wet mornings of Winter this week, so thank you to everyone who has sent their children wrapped up warmly.
Despite the Lockdown, in school the children have fully engaged in another very busy week, including: Forest Schools, Sport Clubs and a virtual Fire
Awareness assembly on Monday 9th November. The attendance this week was 96.5% overall which is excellent!
Remembrance Day
On Wednesday 11th November, the whole school and staff took part in a virtual poignant service of Remembrance (in our bubbles). The children listened to
stories about the local history and why we need to remember those who have lost their lives.
In addition, the Westlea Poppy Garden was celebrated in the Swindon Adver.
Children in Need
The school has supported Children in Need today by dressing in rainbow colours and making a donation towards this great charity. In class, the children
have completed a range of different activities linked to friendship, tolerance and being kind.
Anti Bullying Week
th

Monday the 16 November is the start of ‘Anti-bullying’ week. Anti-bullying week 2020 carries the headline, ‘United against bullying’ and to kickstart our
week of exploration, we are inviting our whole school community to wear odd socks on Monday 16th November. Odd Socks Day is designed to be fun but
also highlights the important message of freedom of expression, non-discrimination and celebrating uniqueness.
Building Work
Thank you for your co-operation and patience whilst the building works are being completed at school. Unfortunately, the roof repairs have suffered due to
the weather, but hopefully the new roof will be completed by the end of term.

Dates for the Diary

Monday 16th November—
Anti Bullying Week—Odd Socks Day
Tuesday 24th November—
Flu Immunisations
Friday 11th December—
Christmas Jumper Day
Thursday 17th December—
CHRISTMAS PARTY & PANTO DAY

Well done…

To Imogen for making this HUGE poppy to put in her window
at home. And to Layla & Isabelle who made their tie-die
outfits for Children in Need today….

Ash Class Sanaya for helping others in Maths
lessons

Elm Class Leonardo for always doing his best.

Rowan
Class

Cyrus for brilliant subtracting in maths

Cherry
Class

Zeynep for always working hard with a
great attitude.

Pine Class

Willow
Class

Louie for settling in really well at
Westlea and working really hard in
class.

Oak Class Evan for a fantastic effort this week especially

Sycamore Dylan for an outstanding effort in his
Class
addition and subtraction!
Maple
Class

Aiden for amazing maths work.

Jackson for his outstanding attitude towards
his work. He has really impressed me this week

in English.

Hazel Class

Beech
Class

Rowen has created some true masterpieces this
week, both in and out of school. I was really
impressed by her focus and care when creating
a piece of artwork for remembrance and the

Ellie for great work at Forest School this week.

This week we have been learning about Diwali the Hindu Festival of
Light. We created Rangoli patterns outside, have been exploring
clay and making Diva lamps.

This week we have been reading
‘Whatever Next’ by Jill Murphy. We
wrote lists of items that we would take to
the moon. Items included tinned food,
blankets, IPAD’S and air! In PE, we have
enjoyed playing team games on the playground. We had a wonderful fun filled
day supporting children in need!

This week we have been learning about
non-chronological reports in English. We
have been spotting the features of this text
type and have tried writing some of our
own. In maths we have continued our work
on addition and subtraction. On Thursday
morning we were a bit sleepy so we woke
ourselves up with a morning boogie!

Namaste from Sycamore Class! This
week, we have been learning about the
Hindu and Sikh 'Festival of lights - Diwali'.
We listened to the story of Rama and Sita
and re-told the story on a story board.
Using our maths and colour-mixing skills,
we painted our own symmetrical Rangoli
patterns. In addition, we have read nonchronological reports about Remembrance Day and discussed its history and
importance.

This week in Maple class we have been
very busy - in English we have started
looking at a new book called ‘The Street
Beneath my Feet’ and we will be writing
an explanation about what we find beneath our feet in the coming weeks. In
maths we've been doing some tricky multiplication and division.
In music we started learning to play the
Glockenspiel, we've started with Three Blind Mice
and managed to play the
first part altogether.

This week in English we have been understanding
different emotions that we can connect with
Christophe. We have also been looking at how to
use similes.
In Maths we have been looking at multiplying and
dividing by 10 and 100. This was really easy for us.
We have been having a lot of fun learning about
different Biomes and why these exist.

Oak class have been creating beautiful Remembrance Day artwork using pencils and
watercolours. We had so
much fun making them.

In Rowan class we have been writing parts of
an explanation text. We've included effective
questions, alliteration, diagrams and written
sentences with extra information. We've
done column
subtraction in
maths and
learnt about
transform,
convergent and
divergent
tectonic plates
in geography.

Hazel class have been focusing on celebrating our differences this week. We have
designed some wonderful ribbons to raise
awareness of the racism that unfortunately
occurs on our planet. We also created some
powerful acrostic poems about remembrance.

And Finally…
Our highlight this week has definitely been
Forest School. We climbed the rope ladder
and made Toffee Apples on the fire!

A huge Thank you to everybody that
donated food for our Harvest Festival Collection. Westlea School collected a total of 152kg of food for
the Swindon Food Collective, which
has been really appreciated in these
difficult times.

EVERY POPPY COUNTS
We’ve all been busy this week & last, creating our poppies and crosses to
be ‘planted’ outside of School…..

From printing to painting to watercolours….aren’t they
beautiful…….

Well done to all of the Children
at Westlea, showing that
“Every Poppy Counts”

