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Headteacher’s Update
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you once again for your support this term, which has
been a worrying time for everyone within the school community.
Friday 18th December
Yesterday I sent out a letter to explain that Westlea will still be open on Friday 18th December. Whilst Nick Gibb and the
DfE, acknowledges the “huge stress” school staff have been under, the impact of removing a Christmas Eve task for
senior staff, does not balance out the impact of closing early. The short notice of a day of closure to pupils who have already missed a significant amount of school will leave many families with no options for childcare. Therefore, the decision was made for the school to remain open.
Parking and Traffic
A petition has been started to prompt Swindon Borough Council to consider making the area
outside school a ‘Safe Zone’. Parking and traffic have been longstanding issues at school, but
the safety of the adults and children needs to be considered as a priority. Last week, a parent
with a buggy was nearly knocked over when a car pulled away! Please see the link below for full details of the petition.
https://www.change.org/p/swindon-council-westlea-councillors-pedestrian-crossing-at-westlea-primary-school?
utm_content=cl_sharecopy_26154615_en-GB%
3A3&recruiter=698342111&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition

Covid-19 Reporting
If you receive a positive test result for your child between 18th—20th December, you
need to contact covid@westlea.swindon.sch.uk This email address will be monitored
once a day until 2pm on 24th December when all test results from the infectious period should have been received.
Amazing Children
On Thursday 10th December, Miss Watson brought Harrison and Ben to read their
amazing poems to me, which was a real delight. Despite all of the changes in school
and difficulties, I need to congratulate all of the children. The standard of work being
produced, the behaviour and the learning attitudes across the school are outstanding.

Ash Class The whole class for their dedication

and enthusiasm for learning at home.
The whole class for their participation

Elm Class and enthusiasm for their home learning .

Maple Class Jenson for trying his best in everything.
Rowan
Class

Alice for wonderful rhetorical questions about
brussel sprouts.

Cherry
Class

The whole class for their hard work!

Pine Class Rose for always trying her best in everything

Willow
Class

Chase for excellent progress and determination with his reading.

Oak Class Ollie W for writing a fantastic poem this week.

Sycamore Paige for super attitude to learning and
Class
fantastic behaviour.

she does and succeeding.

Hazel Class Imogen for always working so incredibly hard
and making such amazing progress!

Beech
Class

Lola has tried hard in all sessions and completed everything with a big smile on her face. A
lovely girl to have in my class.

The children in Elm class have been very enthusiastic about their home learning
this week. They are joining a class session on Teams every morning for a chat and
a story and being very busy throughout the day with their activities. Their enthusiasm has been a delight to see. Thank you also to the parents for helping this all to
happen.
Mrs Green is also so proud of Ash class and how well all the Reception children are doing at completing their activities at home. They arrive during
our morning catch up with big smiles on their faces and are happily joining
in.
Well done everyone!

What a week! We would all like to say how
proud we are of everybody for taking this unexpected way of learning on board. You have
all worked so hard and we have enjoyed looking at every single piece of work that you have
done. We have also enjoyed our face time
meetings with you all. Also for those children
completing work on paper, we are so proud of
all of your hard work and cannot wait to share
your success in school on
Tuesday. Also thank you to
our great parents for your
efforts. It is difficult at the
best of times and then with
work commitments on top
of that. Well done everyone! See you on Tuesday.

This week Willow class have been
learning about the features of diary
entries and writing one from the point
of view of Florence Nightingale. We
have also been learning about how repeated addition links to multiplication and practicing our
2x, 3x, 5x and 10x tables! In
science we have been observing germs by watching mould
grow on bread!

It has been germs, germs, germs in Sycamore class this week! We have written
diary entries from Florence Nightingale's
point of view and ordered her life on a
timeline. Mrs Day washed her hands with
red paint to show us how important it
was to wash our hands properly! We also
have the preliminary results of our
mouldy bread experiment... the bread
touched by hands that had been in muddy puddles was the mouldiest, followed
closely by the bread that had touched
the sink in the toilet! Interestingly, the
bread that had been coughed on and the
bread that had touched the bin still have
no mould!

This week in Maple class we've started to
look at an advert featuring Sprout boy and
have researched positive facts about Brussel Sprouts.
As we've been learning about rocks in
science, this week we've made our own
fossils and carried out an experiment to
see which soil is the best drainer and
which is the best absorber of water.

This week in Pine class we have had a lot of fun.
We have created posters in PSHE. We have learnt
how to research the weather conditions in other
countries around the world which was challenging
but fun. In Maths we have been re-capping everything we have learnt over the past two terms to
see if we can remember how to work out different
equations. Finally, we played our first
friendly football game within our bubble
which
was a
lot of
fun.

Oak class have been busy writing poems
about everyday objects. They have been
using descriptive techniques such as similes,
metaphors and personification to make
them seem exciting and interesting.

This week we've thought a lot about brussel
sprouts and how utterly amazing and delicious they are, ready to write a persuasive
advert. We've discussed rhetorical questions
and sprout facts, such as how there are over
9000 different ways to cook a brussel sprout
and how in the 2 weeks before Christmas
supermarkets will sell over 140million of the
small green cabbages. We've been practising
multiplying and dividing by 3, 4
and 8, and have used atlases to
identify mountain ranges across
the world.

Hazel class have been writing tongue twisters in English this week. Here is Isabelle
L's: Beautiful Barry broke big Bob's belly because Bob boiled Barry's bat.
In maths, we have been focusing on calculating the area of rectilinear shapes.
We have also been busy preparing our
masks for our assembly on Monday!

And Finally…
This week we have been investigating light
and how filters affect this. We have completed our short stories with flashbacks; they
have been amazing! Plus, we have shown off
our knowledge in the practise Maths assessments.
Well done
Beech.

Everyone looked great today in
their Christmas Jumpers…..

