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Headteacher’s Update
Despite the horrible weather, we have reached the end on another positive term in
school. During the half-term holiday, we could all do with some warm weather to be able
to continue seeing people outdoors and enjoy the slight relaxation of restrictions.
Restrictions
At school we are continuing to operate in our bubbles with strict cleaning protocols, but many of the
classrooms have been reorganised to facilitate working in small groups and year group bubbles have
been allowed to mix on the playground. Staff continue to wear masks in communal areas and we request that adults wear masks for drop off and pick up. We are certainly not out of the woods yet and
there have been several primary schools across the country that have had bubble closures and in some
cases, whole school closures due to positive cases of this new COVID variant.
Holidays during Term Time
If any parents/carers are going on holiday in term time please note that this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.
Parents/carers also need to take note of the Government guidelines regarding quarantine and
COVID testing if they travel to specific areas. Please remember. Parents/carers will be required to
fill out a holiday request form from the school office prior to the holiday or the absence.
Attendance
Attendance this week was 95% with 21 Children that had a late mark.
Please can we all make an effort to improve on this next term.

Half Term
Remember that children come back to school on Monday 7th June after half term. I hope you all have
a restful break and have time to recharge ready for a busy and fun-filled end to the Summer Term.

Ash Class Myah for always caring about others and their

Maple
Class

Bella for being a lovely member of the class and
always being an excellent role model.

Elm Class Rowan for super drawings of minibeasts and

Rowan
Class

Siena for great patience and skill when sewing her pencil case.

feelings

using his phonics for writing labels.

Cherry
Class

Ahmet for pressing his turbo button and writing
his ideas straight away with a positive attitude.

Pine Class Isabelle for being an outstanding pupil in our class

Willow
Class

Rebecca - For always being a kind friend, working exceedingly hard in everything she does and
being a lovely member of Willow Class.

Oak Class Yannis for having a fantastic first week back at

Sycamore Serenity for always impressing us with your
Class
amazing resilience and effort.

with everything she does.

Westlea

Hazel
Class

Yusuf for working hard and being focused on his
work.

Beech
Class

Kian because he tried hard with his maths assessment and made some good choices in tough moments.

This week in Ash class we have continued learning about caterpillars and other mini-beasts.
Most of us have been learning about shapes this week, going on shape
hunts and exploring tessellation.
Elm class have been learning about different minibeasts this
week. The caterpillars in the classroom are growing very quickly!

This week we have been learning about
times that we have had a fixed mindset
and a growth mindset. We have been
thinking about what we do when we are
faced with a challenge. We have been
listening and showing respect to others
when they are sharing. Please ask us
about this!
We have had lots of fun researching
minibeast facts and creating our own
fact cards for a chosen
minibeast. We also made miniature
habitats which was very fiddly but
fun!

This week Willow Class have been finishing
off their 'On the Farm' topic by drawing
their own maps with keys. In Maths we
have been solving multiplication problems
using our RUCSAC and arrays. This morning
we have been using viewfinders to look
really closely at flowers and drawing them
in the style of Georgia O'Keefe. This has
also helped us identify parts of plants
which links with our science work!

Hey diddle tiddle, the cat solved a riddle? Hey diddle tiddle, the cat did a piddle?! Hmmm....does that
sound correct? Well, we've been twisting the traditional nursery rhyme this week with our versions,
using rhyming pairs and nonsense words too! We
also enjoyed performing our rhymes, having gained
inspiration from reading 'On the Ning Nang Nong'
which we loved! In Maths, we've spent a lot of
'time' this week reading analogue clocks and it's
certainly been 'time well spent'! Now, we understand why a clock face is numbered 1-12 and we
have been reading the time to the nearest 5
minutes - 'timeless' life skills to learn! In Geography, we have completed our detailed farm maps
and keys and we enjoyed writing Arabic as part of
our RE Islam focus. We have also been busy caring
for our bulbs, sunflowers, runner beans and cress
which we are growing for our Science observations;
whose plants will grow the most over half term?!

Maple class have had another busy week
and are looking forward to our week off
next week. In English we have been looking at play scripts and have written part of
the story of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ as a
script. In Maths we've been looking at
angles and shapes. In Geography we have
finished looking at life in Swindon and
life in California. On Thursday we are
looking forward to spending the day
on our DT projects - making a treasure chest.

What a lovely week we have had in class. In English we continued exploring the rainforest by
writing a diary about what it would be like to
spend a day there. We got to use fantastic and
powerful phrases as well as using our amazing
time conjunctions. In PE we managed to play a
game of cricket which was a lot of fun, we need to
remember to keep our eye on the ball but we really enjoyed this and the weather was amazing during our lesson. Maths has been a little bit of a
struggle this week as we have been looking at
short division, but a little bit of practise over half term would be amazing
for us in Pine class.

In English this week we have been writing
reports about computer games. We have
found out lots of facts about Mario and we
have started to write a report about him
using paragraphs and topic sentences to link
them.

This week in Rowan class we've designed
and sewn pencil cases! It's been a very tricky
process cutting out templates and decorations from fabric, as well as sewing the edges
together, sewing decorations on and sewing
buttons on to make sure they are secure.
We've written out our stories about beasts
and heroes in our best handwriting and practised our throwing and skipping in PE. I'm
very proud of Rowan class and their effort
with assessments this week. Have a lovely
half term!

This week, Hazel Class have finished reading our
book: Floodland. The children have really enjoyed
the story and were shocked by the ending! We
created our own poems about the sea. Here is
Ehlana's powerful poem:
The Sea, a dark and cold abyss
so dark, I could drown
something lurks beneath
something swims under
could it take me?
We have also finished our geography topic of oceans: plastic pollution. We created posters to share our knowledge of how to
protect the biomes from destruction.

This week we have finished our assessments
in Maths, written diary entries for Clovis
when he was hidden in the cellar, studied the
Rainforest and created our own unique animals in Science. (Labelling and classifying
them too).

Westlea Primary
Support Squad
Remember to submit any of your WPSS Logo
ideas with £1 by 25th June.
Thank you for all who have handed one in so
far!!
Ideally with a ‘Bee Kind’ theme, no larger than
A4, on plain paper. Go as bright and bold and
creative as you like!
Pop your signature on too! Name and class on
the back please.

If you prefer to send it digitally, please
email to westleapss@gmail.com

IN OTHER NEWS….
Bikes and Scooters
During the past few days, I have received a few complaints from parents/
carers regarding children riding bikes/scooters in both the car park and
around the school grounds. Sadly, when asked to stop, some of the children
have been rude to staff and this is unacceptable. Throughout the school we
need to ensure the safety of all of the children and adults, therefore please
show respect and remind your children that they should not be riding in the
carpark or the school grounds.

Assembly this week - Pentecost and Pride
May 21st 2021 *** PENTECOST *** The feast of Pentecost is celebrated 50
days after Easter. Pentecost is when Christians believe the Holy Spirit
came down on the disciples, and inspired them to go out and tell people all
about Jesus. It was the start of their mission to spread the word, and that is
the message of the church, Pentecost is often referred to as the ‘Birthday
of the Church’, so Happy Birthday Church!
During Term 5, we have looked at RESPECT and
promoting this important message:
‘We are all the same but different’. Therefore, our final assembly raised
awareness to Pride and LGBT because so many different lessons can be
learnt by understanding why people are different, but are still all the same.

Wellbeing Tip
Dream, Believe, Achieve! Overcoming the Fear of Failure
Failure is an inevitable part of life. We all make mistakes. But why do we let it stop us from trying?
When we experience failure, feelings of rejection are triggered and our brain processes it as physical
pain. This is why failure can feel like it hurts physically as well as emotionally. We might stop trying in
order to protect ourselves from experiencing these feelings again. However, if we stop trying, we’ll never grow and reach our potential. It’s important to learn to work through the pain of a failure. The first
step is to accept those difficult feelings so we can process them and move forward and then try to put
the situation into perspective. We can then re-focus on our original goal and consider what we can
learn from our failure and do differently next time to get
us closer to our goal. The only thing standing in the way
of success is our fear of failure.

Have a great half term break!

